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Grand Valley State University

Across Campus
GVSU Considers Flexible Benefits
Insurance Program
Grand Valley State University is considering implementing a cafeteria-style
flexible benefits program, to be offered to
faculty, administrative and professional
staff, public safety personnel, and confidential clerical staff beginning January
1993, The plan may be a subject of bargaining for unionized staff members in
contract negotiations scheduled for 1993
and 1994, but will not be available to
them next January.
The program under consideration
would allow faculty and staff to select
among varying levels of health insurance,
dental insurance, and other options to
more accurately reflect their insurance
needs. Alternatively, employees would be
able to retain their current benefits package without an increase in their cost.
A task force has been meeting to discuss the feasibility of a flexible benefits
program. Scott Richardson, assistant vice
president of Human Resources, has met
with the Faculty Salary and Budget Committee and the AP Committee to brief
them on the work of the task force .
"Our goals are to provide a program
that does not increase costs, does not reduce benefits, and would not require additional staff to administer," said
Richardson.
He emphasized that "the university will
not make money by offering such a package. However, it may allow us to provide
additional benefit choices, such as vision
and orthodontia coverage, and also help
in containing the cost of medical insurance increases."
Richardson noted that the university's
medical insurance costs went up 11 per-

cent in 1991 and are expected to rise 14
percent in 1992-an amount equal to a
one percent salary increase for faculty
and AP staff. "A flexible benefits package
may help offset insurance cost increases
the university is experiencing," he said.
A "cash-out" option is also being considered as part of the program. This option would allow employees who wish to
use their spouse's insurance coverage in
place of GVSU' s to gain credits, which
they could use to purchase other benefits
or to take in the form of cash in their paychecks.
"Grand Valley wants to recognize the
changing needs of its workforce," said
David Veneklase, benefits manager.
"Two-income families, single parents, and
single faculty and staff members all have
different needs, and a flexible benefits
program will allow them to personalize
their own benefits package to suit those
needs."

extension 3341. Orders for classes held
on the Grand Rapids campus or other
locations should be directed to Craig
Thelen at extension 6645 (orders for
classes held in the Muskegon area should
be directed to Ollie French at the
Lakeshore Center).

GVSU Boat for Sale
GVSU is selling a 25-foot Helms 25
sailboat with four sails, motor, custom
trailer, instrumentation, and other equipment. It has been appraised at $11,900.
Sealed bids will be accepted at the Purchasing Office, 201 Lake Michigan Hall,
until 4 p .m. on Tuesday, February 25.
GVSU reserves the right to reject any or
all bids.
For more information, contact Ronald
Ward or Tonya Cnossen at the Water Resources Institute, extension 3749.

Faculty and staff will be kept informed
in the coming months about the progress
of the program through the Forum and
other communications.

Coming Events

Commencement lnfonnation

Focus of Today's Lectures

Commencement will be held on Saturday, May 2, in the Field House Main
Arena at 10:30 a .m. (please note the
change in time from last year's ceremony). Robing will be held in the Field
House dance studio at 9:45 a .m.

The campus community is invited to
attend two lectures by Robert Gellately of
the University of Western Ontario today
at 12 noon and 7 p.m. Gellately is an authority on racial policies, the Gestapo,
and German public behavior during the

NaziGennany

Faculty and professional staff members
who wish to participate in the ceremony
must place their cap and gown orders
with the Bookstore by March 6. Order
forms were sent to faculty and staff earlier
this month. Phone orders will not be accepted.

Naziperi9d.
The noon lecture wiU be held in Room
102 Manitou Hall. Gellately will speak on
the topic "Enforcing Racial Policies in
Nazi Germany."

Contact Jay Cooper at extension
3295 for more information.

At 7 p.m. in the L.V. Eberhard Center, Gellately will speak on "Writing the
History of Racial Persecution in Nazi Germany."

Textbooks Orders
Due Februa,y 28

The lectures are sponsored by the
Joseph Stevens Freedom Endowment and
are open to the public free of charge.

The Bookstore reminds faculty that
textbook orders for the spring/summer
semester are due Friday, February 28. Fall
semester orders are due Friday, April 3.

Job Fair to Be Held February 19

Questions regarding textbook orders
for classes held on the Allendale campus
should be directed to Donna Broucek at

On Wednesday, February 19, the Cooperative Education and Placement Office, in conjunction with Aquinas, Calvin,
and Hope colleges, will hold a job fair
continued on page 2

page a

Coming Events
continued from page 1
from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof

Center.
Approximately 35-45 employers from
business and industry will participate. Fulltime and internship positions will be available.
Faculty members are invited to attend
the job fair to meet business
representatives. The Placement Office
requests that faculty members encourage
students in business, computer science,
engineering, and other business careers to
attend the event.

auditorium, a lecture titled "Economic
Rebuilding of the Inner City: A Case
Study" will be presented. Noah Seifullah,
president·and CEO of Madison Square
Cooperative, Inc., will speak. Madison
Square Cooperative is a multi-million
dollar enterprise recognized as a model
for improving life in inner cities.

Black Art Exhibit
Scheduled for February 25

Women's Day Program
Offers Open Workshops
On Friday, February 21, the
Muhicultural Center is sponsoring three
workshops open to the campus community as part of its Women's Day program.
At 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., Criss
McAllister-Lott, manager of passenger
services at American Airlines, will facilitate a workshop titled "Turning Obstacles

Improving Inner Cities
Focus of Wednesday Lecture
On Wednesday, February 19, at 11
a.m. in the Cook-DeWitt Center

Notices from Human Resources
COT Professional Development
On Thursday, February 27, Dr. Lee
Minor from Seminars International will
present two professional development
programs. The morning program, "Going
the Extra Smile for Quality Customer Service," will focus on developing and maintaining strong customer relations from a
team approach. It will be held from 8:30
a.m. to 12 noon. The afternoon program, "Positive Self Talk for Peak Performance (What Yoo Think Is What You

Get)," will focus on developing and maintaining a positive attitude. It will be held
from 1 to 4 :30 p.m.
Under the sponsorship of the COT
Training and Development Committee
the cost to attend one of the February 27
programs will only be $15. Enrollment in
each of the programs will be limited. If
you have any questions, please contact
the Human Resources Office (extension
2215).
-Joe Cavitt
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Into Opportunities and Stumbling Blocks
Into Stepping Stones." At 3 p .m., Robyn
Brooks, administrative assistant to State
Representative Carolyn Kilpatrick, will facilitate a workshop titled "Why Condemn
Your Sister? Let's Unify." All workshops
will be held in Cabin D of the Kirkhof
Center.

GOAL 77 TREES

80

On Tuesday, February 25, Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority is sponsoring a
Black Art Exhibit from the Bayard Art
Gallery. The exhibit will be open from 3
to 5 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center Mainsail
Lounge .

Faculty and Staff
Sketches
Patricia Clark, assistant professor of
English, wrote a poem titled "On
Meredith Road," which was published in
the Winter issue of The Seattle Review.

Lynda Crane, assistant professor of
psychology, spoke on the topic "Romance Novel Readers: In Search of Feminist Change" at the January 27 Woman
Scholars Faculty Forum. She presented a
lecture titled "Developing Intimacy" for
the Creative Growth of Good News organization in Grand Rapids on February 3 .
Elizabeth Mostrom, assistant professor of physical therapy, has been elected
as a Michigan delegate to the American
Physical Therapy Association's House of
Delegates for 1992. She was also elected
to serve on the board of directors of the
Michigan Physical Therapy Association,
and will be responsible for education, student relations, and membership.

Terry Ann Rosander, assistant professor of social work, has been appointed
faculty advisor of the MSW Student Organization at GVSU. She conducted a discussion and lecture on the topic "Emotional Aspects of Infertility" at Metropolitan Hospital on February 12.
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Susan Swartzlander, assistant professor of English, presented a paper titled
"'Lord Love a Duck': Religion, Nationalism, and Drinking in James Joyce's
Ulysses" for the James Joyce Foundation
in Coral Gables, Florida, on January 31.
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Calendar of Events

Job Openings

Monday, February 17
12 noon: Robert Gellately speaks on "Enforcing Racial Policies in Nazi Germany." 102
Manitou Hall. Sponsored by the Joseph Stevens Freedom Endowment.
7 p.m.: Robert Gellately speaks on "Writing the History of Racial Persecution in Nazi
Germany." LV. Eberhard Center. Sponsored by the Joseph Stevens Freedom Endowment.

Clerical, Office, and Technical

Tuesday, February 18
12 noon: Lunchbreak Series presents Mixed Blood Theatre in "Daught~rs of Africa." CookDe}Vitt Center.
3-4:30 p .m.: The Counseling Center offers a seminar titled "Seasonal Blues." 224
Commons.
Wednesday, February 19
10 a.m. -1 :30 p.m.: Career Connections Job Fair. Sponsored by Cooperative Education and
Placement Office in Cooperation with Aquinas, Calvin, and Hope colleges. Kirkhof
Center.
11 a.m.: Noah Seifullah presents a lecture on "Economic Rebuilding of the Inner City: A
Case Study." Cook-DeWitt Center.
Thursday, February 20
5 :45 p .m.: Women's basketball. Wayne State at GVSU.
6 p .m.: Men's and women's swimming.(GUAC Diving Championships). At Northern
·
Michigan.
7 :45 p.m.: Men's basketball. Wayne State at GVSU.
Friday, February 21
10 a.m.-6 p.m.: Men's and women's swimming (GUAC Championships). At Northern
Michigan.
11 a.m.: Women's Day Program workshop, "Turning Obstacles Into Opportunities and
Stumbling Blocks Into Stepping Stones." Kirkhof Center Cabin D.
12 noon: Wrestling (NCAA Regionals). In Big Rapids.
2 p.m.: Women's Day Program workshop, "Turning Obstacles Into Opportunities and
Stumbling Blocks Into Stepping Stones." Kirkhof Center Cabin D.
3 p .m.: Women's Day Program workshop, "Why Condemn Your Sister? Let's Unify."
Kirkhof Center Cabin D.
4 p .m.: Track. Saginaw Valley State Open.
Saturday, February 22
10 a.m.-6 p.m.: Men's and women's swimming (GUAC Championships). At Northern
Michigan.
12 noon: Wrestling (NCAA Regionals). In Big Rapids.
1 p.m.: Women's basketball. Hillsdale at GVSU (Parents' Day).
3 p.m.: Men's basketball. Hillsdale at GVSU (Parents' Day).
Sunday, February 23
10 a.m.-6 p.m.: Men's and women's swimming (GUAC Championships). At Northern
Michigan.
Monday, February 24
6 p.m.: Women's basketball. GVSU at Lake Superior State.
8 p.m.: Men's basketball. GVSU at Lake Superior State.

Secretary, Water Resources Institute.
$8.67-$10.04.

·Oak Room Menu
Monday: Cream of vegetable soup,
chicken soup with wild rice, meatloaf,
mashed potatoes with gravy, green ·
beans, hard rolls, ham and turkey
supreme.
Tuesday: Mushroom vermouth soup,
California medley, chicken or beef
fajitas, Spanish rice, broccoli cuts,
hard rolls, marinated vegetable plate.
Wednesday: Beef barley soup, chicken
dumplings, linguinl prlmavera,
Francais blend, hard rolls, deli buffet.
Thursday: Hot and sour soup, chicken
gumbo, beef stirfry, wild rice, Oriental blend, hard rolls, chef salad.
Friday: vegetable beef soup, split pea
soup, spaghetti with or without meat,
peas and onions, French bread, Hawaiian chicken sandwich.

Information for Faculty and Staff Sketches
(Please print)

(exact title and department)

(name)
is the author of

(name of journal or publisher)

(date of publication)
presented a paper titled

conducted a workshop titled

exhibited/performed

other (specify)

at a meeting of
(name of group or conference)
in
Oocation)

(date of presentation)
was appointed/elected

(name of group)
telephone
(office and/or department telephone)

· Please complete and return to Public Relations, 24 Zumberge. Items may be submitted In other legible format~

